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Strategic Diagnostics Inc. to Produce Library of Antibodies for the Study of Usher Syndrome 

 
Research at U. of Oregon and Louisiana State Health Science Center to Advance Understanding 

of Protein Function in Disease 
 

NEWARK, Del., June 19, 2008 - Strategic Diagnostics Inc. (Nasdaq: SDIX) – a leading provider of 
biotechnology-based detection solutions for a broad range of life science, food, water, agricultural and 
environmental applications, announced that it will be expanding its relationship with the University of Oregon, 
Eugene and the Louisiana State University Health Science Center, New Orleans (LSUHSC) by beginning to supply 
antibodies for the study of Usher Syndrome.  The antibodies will be used in the researchers’ unique zebrafish and 
mouse model systems of the disease.  The Usher Syndrome research community has made great strides in 
understanding the genetics of the disease, but progress has been hindered due to a lack of effective tools to 
understand the dynamics of the proteins associated with the disease. Dr. Monte Westerfield of U. of Oregon 
commented, “These tools will enable us to visualize the complex interaction of proteins in our disease models. Our 
initial tests of SDI’s antibodies have already produced surprising results that will help in unraveling the pathology 
behind this disease.”  SDI will produce the antibodies through its proprietary Genomic Antibody Technology™ 
platform.  
 
Usher syndrome is a condition characterized by progressive hearing and vision loss.  It is thought to be responsible 
for 3 to 6 percent of all childhood deafness and 50 percent of deaf-blindness in adults.  The proteins related to 
Usher syndrome play important roles in hearing, balance and vision. They function in the development and 
maintenance of sensory cells that help transmit sound and motion signals to the brain. These proteins are also 
involved in determining the structure and function of light-sensing cells in the eyes. The exact role of these genes in 
hearing and vision is the focus of the ongoing studies at U. of Oregon and LSUHSC. 
 
Damon Hostin, SDI’s Director of Market Strategy and Development, commented, “Everyone at SDI strives to 
make a difference in human health. We appreciate this opportunity to apply our expertise and technology in 
providing critical tools to these impressive programs uncovering the protein dynamics behind this terrible disease.  
This is clear evidence of the need for high quality protein reagents in the biomedical community.  SDI is committed 
to providing enabling tools for the understanding of disease and the development of treatments based upon these 
discoveries.” 
 
SDI will retain the commercial rights to the antibodies produced and will be the sole commercial distributor through 
the Company’s SEQer™ catalog. 
 
About Strategic Diagnostics Inc. 
Strategic Diagnostics Inc. is a leading provider of biotechnology-based detection solutions for a broad range of 
food, water, agricultural, industrial, environmental and life science applications. By applying its core competencies of 
antibody and assay development, the Company produces unique, sophisticated diagnostic testing and reagent 
systems that are responsive to customer diagnostic and information needs. Customers benefit with quantifiable 
“return on investment” by reducing time, labor and/or material costs. All this is accomplished while increasing 
accuracy, reliability and actionability of essential test results. The Company is focused on sustaining this competitive 
advantage by leveraging its expertise in immunology, proteomics, bio-luminescence and other bio-reactive 



technologies to continue its successful customer-focused research and development efforts. Recent innovations in 
high throughput production of antibodies from genetic antigens will complement the Company’s established 
leadership in commercial and custom antibody production for the Research, Human/Animal Diagnostics, and 
Pharmaceutical industries, and position the Company for broader participation in proteomics research and 
discovery. 
 
This news release contains forward-looking statements reflecting SDI's current expectations. When used in this press release, the words “anticipate”, 
“could”, “enable”, “estimate”, “intend”, “expect”, “believe”, “potential”, “will”, “should”, “project” “plan” and similar expressions as they relate to 
SDI are intended to identify said forward-looking statements. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 
uncertainties, which may cause actual results to differ from those anticipated by SDI at this time. Such risks and uncertainties include, without 
limitation, changes in demand for products, delays in product development, delays in market acceptance of new products, retention of customers and 
employees, adequate supply of raw materials, the successful integration and consolidation of the Maine production facilities, inability to obtain or delays 
in obtaining fourth party, including AOAC, or required government approvals, the ability to meet increased market demand, competition, protection of 
intellectual property, non-infringement of intellectual property, seasonality, and other factors more fully described in SDI's public filings with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 

 
#  #  # 

  


